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Client Tesco Stores Limited
Completion August 2000
Cost £2.8m

Tesco
Ludlow, Shropshire

“ It demonstrates that a 
large modern building 
can be designed so as 
to sit comfortably in an 
historic town. It shows 
that site difficulties and 
demanding uses can 
actually generate good 
architecture...” 
 
Case Study in ‘Building in Context’, 
English Heritage/CABE 2001
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This building follows an invitation from the 
Royal Fine Arts Commission to prepare 
designs for a supermarket in Ludlow. 
The challenge was to create a modern 
supermarket design sympathetic to 
Ludlow’s historic town environment, 
much of which has hardly changed over 
the last two hundred years. 
 Earlier proposals by various clients 
and architects had been denied 
planning consent. We were able to 
overcome local planning opposition by 
respecting the scale of the surrounding 
buildings, the integrity of the streetscape 
and Ludlow’s vernacular brick tradition. 
All of this was achieved without 
compromising the modern architectural 
language of the design.
Our building maintains the line and scale 
of the existing 18th and 19th Century 
Corve Street, with a progression of 
volumes from the domestic scale of the 
street to the airy single span of the food 
hall reconciling the new building with its 
historic setting. 
 Entrances to the store from the 
street and from the car park behind 
give shoppers convenient pedestrian 
access from the town centre and the 
train station. 
 Extensive planting screens the car 
park in views from the hillside.
 The project has been published 
widely as a model for incorporating  
new development in historic towns. 

01.   The frontage to Corve Street is composed  
of hand-made local brick

02.  A cafe provides activity onto Corve Street
03.  The supermarket roof follows the form of the  

hills to blend with the landscape




