
Fitzwilliam College Chapel
Cambridge

We were commissioned by Fitzwilliam 
College, Cambridge, to design its first 
chapel. 

We created a circular space that lends 
itself to seating a congregation in an 
intimate, focused group, accommodating 
up to 136 people in a conventional aisled 
arrangement.

The chapel is at first floor level and can 
be entered directly from the cloister.  

Late-comers have a separate access and 
the Chaplain has his own stairs from the 
vestry, which are also used for dramatic or 
musical performances.

White concrete, oak and white render 
predominate in the chapel’s interior.  The 
concrete is finished in various ways, with 
a rough texture like rusticated stone at the 
lower level and, above, slender, highly-
polished columns rising to support polished 
beams.

The design of the joinery enhances the form of the building
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1 Exploded axonometric shows the square  
 structure within the circular space
2 The chapel is designed to sit like a ship  
 within the curved masonry walls
3 The organ at one end of the chapel   
4 The large window behind the altar links  
 the chapel to the college garden

Client Fitzwilliam College
Completion February 1991
Cost £0.67m
Contract Type JCT .80

‘MJP’s chapel for Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, is 
masterly in its planning and in its relationship to the other 
buildings and landscaping on the site.’
Peter Blundell Jones


