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01. Monolith
02.0Overallviewofglasswall

“Itisanelegantaswellas

entertainingsolutiontothe

problemsofthe location.

Architectsandartisthave

doneanexcellentjob.”

SouthBankEmployersGroup,
November2001

Glass Wall

Thissmall projectisa collaboration with
theartist Alberto Duman. It transforms
Sutton Walk, the main pedestrianroute
between Waterloo Stationand the South
Bankartscomplex.

Ourresponseto the briefto produce
agateway tothe South Bank, wasto
installaglassimagewallunderthe
railway viaduct, opposite afree-standing
mirror monolith.Theimage wallis based
onaphotograph of how thewall running
undertheviaductlooked before the
projectstarted. This photograph, which
showed the old light fittings, graffitiand
street signs, was printed in white ceramic
ink.ltusesasilk screen processonto
glass panels, which were baked to create
atoughvandal-proofsurface
andattached to the existing wall.

02.

Astainless steel supporting frame was
setbackfromtheglasstoeliminate
shadows. This seamless glass wall
preservesthe memory of the wall’s
earlierappearance,inanunsettling
contrastbetween the flatness ofits
surface and the texture ofitsimage.

Monolith

The monolith, whichisthe same height
astheimagewall, has a surface of mirror
glassthatinteracts with passers by.
Asolar control reflective film applied
tothebackface of the monolith gives
aperfectreflection until thelightlevel
behindisincreased.Sensorsand
sources createaninvisible ‘map’ of
beamsonthe pavement betweenwall
and monolith. Whenabeamisbroken,
amonolith panel corresponding tothe
position onthe pavementimmediately
lightsup,andthenfadesinatwo

secondcycle.
o1.



