12 Cultural

ClientPortsmouthNavalBaseProperty Trust
CompletionSpring2001
Cost£5.8m

Boathouse6,
Portsmouth Historic
Dockyard

Hampshire




13

01.AcrosstheMastPond

02.Theexterioroftheboathousewasrestoredas
existingfirst

03.Thenewstructuresupportingtheauditorium
avoidstouchingtheexistingcastironframe

Boathouse6isGradelllistedanda
scheduled ancientmonumentinthe
historic naval dockyard at Portsmouth.
We were approachedto producea
design by the Portsmouth Naval Base
Property Trust to convert the boathouse
into a state of the art exhibition building.
Our challenge was tofulfill the
complexexhibition requirements within
the constraints of the existing building
whilerespectingand complementingits
original construction andfabric. All the
new architectural elements (including
theauditorium) are thereforereversible,
toallowtheoriginalarchitectureandthe
new insertionsto be read separatelyand
toavoid damageto the existing fabric.
The boathouse, which datesfrom
1846, hasaunique castironframe
comprisinglong span castironbeams
withwroughtironties.ltwas severely
damaged during the Second World War,
which provided spacetoincludea275-

seatauditoriumamong the new facilities.

The auditoriumis conceived like the hull
ofaship, setin dynamicjuxtapositionto
the castironframe.

Anew bridge was carefully placed
within the existing structure links anew
educationand cafearea.

The building contains exhibitionsand
educationalfacilitiesrelating to various
aspects of the modern Royal Navy which
allowthe publictointeract (physically
and virtually) with many of the tasks
carried outon board amodernfrigate.
Italsoaccommodates the University

of Portsmouth’s Institute of Maritime
and Heritage Studiesandislet out for
private functionsand seminars.English
Heritage used the building tolaunch
their creative re-useinitiative.

The projectincluded the development
ofacompletely new servicing strategy
with featurelighting strategically located
torespond sensitively to the existing
building and dramatically highlight the
new interior.




