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1 Maggie's Centre 2

01.Kitchenarea
02.Diningroomarea
03.Buildingmodel
04.Groundfloorplan

Maggie’s Centresare unique environmentsthataim Thenewbuildinghasbeen

tosupportanyoneaffected by cancerandtheir family conceivedasapiece of

andfriends. They have grownfromtheideasof Maggie inhabited furniturewhich,

Keswick Jenckswho formulated avision ofacancer throughtheextraordinary

caring centre thatcould make the experience of craftsmanshipofthejoiners,

diagnosisandtreatmenteasier tobear. conveysaveryspecial sense
of care.

New building -responseto context
The new facility has been formed by
renovatingagradelllisted Victorian lodge,
nexttotheriver Chelt,and addingalarge
new single storey extension.

The new building sits between the
lodgeandtheriver,creatingavariety of
intimate external spaces:informal entrance
approach,a‘secretgarden’atthefrontand
aterrace withaview overtheriver. Glass
links between the lodge and the extension
and connecting thefree-standing ‘pods’to
the main building allow axial views to the
outside.

Domesticintimacy
The new centre providesafree drop-in
service for cancer sufferersand their
families, offeringinformation, emotional
and psychological supportboth
individually and in groups, coursesand
stress reducing strategies.
Theextension building gathers
togetherspaces of differing scale:larger,
moreformal-kitchen, dining room, and
snug;and the more intimate - pods, alcoves
andinglenook. —
Thanksto openabletimberscreens,
internal spaces can be sub-divided and
enclosedtoadapttothe needs of groups —
andindividuals. The snug behind the -
inglenook can beenclosedto createaroom
fortaichi.
Maggie’s Cheltenham, with its T
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and welcoming place forall of its visitors.
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5 Maggie’s Centre

Thebuilding,combining
opennessand intimacy,
communaland private
contemplative spaces, is
intendedtoprovidean
inspiringandwelcoming
placeforall ofitsvisitors.
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01.Kitchenarea-viewintothelodge
02.Library-viewintothe entrance area
03.Viewthroughthekitchenareaintothe pod
04.Built-inseating

Inhabited Furniture

Thenew building hasbeen conceivedasa
piece ofinhabited furniture which, through
the extraordinary craftsmanship of the
joiners, conveys to those who cometo this
centre, avery special sense of care.

Theinterioris defined by distinct oak
‘cabinets’—containing bookcases, storage
and comfortable bench seating-which
enclose the major space, akitchenand
diningareawithalargetable providinga
socialfocus.

Thefloating roofis disengaged from
thetimber ‘cabinets’ by the continuous
clerestory glazing, allowing natural light to
flood the space.

Two cylindrical refuges’ offering
viewsonto theriverandthegardenand
providing more secluded spaces are
expressed as free- standing external pieces
of furniture.
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Atimber pergolanextto
thelodgecreatesamore
Intimate space between
theVictorianbuilding
andthenew pavillion.

Garden -gradation of privacy
Amonumental Wellingtoniatree
dominates thefrontgarden ofthelodge.
Atimber pergolanexttothelodge creates
amoreintimate space betweenthe
Victorian building and the new pavillion,
introducing the gradation of space from
semi-formal, through semi- private
entrance approach, to the private ‘secret
garden’.

Theterrace openingonto theriver
Cheltbenefitsfromalandscape of mature
treesalongthe river, while maintaining
its quality of anintimate external space
locatedina‘pocket’ behind the new
building.
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01.Frontgarden
02.‘Secretgarden’
03.Riverterrace
04.Inglenooksstructure
05. Columndetail

Roofand External Wall

The structure supporting the steel
andtimber roof consists of 8 cruciform
steel columns supporting longitudinal
compositei-beamsformed with channels.
Thisenables theroof tofloatoveranon
loadbearing external envelope conceived
as series of pieces of furniture which form
alcoves capped by a continuous cornice.
This gives rigidity to the whole assembly,
and reflects daylightundertheroof. The
joinery envelope perchesonthe upstand
atthe edgeofthe concreteraftframing
alcovesfor seating and kitchen unitsand
ensuring externally that the oak cladding
stopsshortoftheground.

Inglenook Structure
Thefocusoftheinterioristheinglenook
whichis conceived as a small room within
thelargerscale of the main space. This
enables the main space to be subdivided
by two large hinged screen doors which
foldintothesides of the structure. Sliding
folding shutters above the stove servethe
same purpose. Aconcealed clerestorey
providesacoustic separation between the
corniceand the underside of theroof.

Like the alcoves atthe perimeter,
thisstructureisarticulated asaframed
enclosure separate fromthe oversailing
cornice. The cruciform steel columns
supportingtheroofareembeddedinthe
joineryfrom which they emerge through
aperturesinthe cornice. Theintricacy of
thiswasinspired byimages of trellisesand
screensin Maggie Keswick’s ‘The Chinese
Garden’.

Thestructure supporting the steeland timber roof
consistsof 8 cruciform steel columns supporting
longitudinal composite i-beamsformedwith
channels. Thisenablestherooftofloatoveranon
loadbearingexternal envelope conceived asseries
of piecesof furniturewhich formalcovescapped by
acontinuouscornice.




